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SUBJ: IRAN'S RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION DURING HIS BRIEFING OF VISITING 
NATIONAL DEFENSE UNIVERSITY GROUP HERE MAY 3, FONMIN 
KHALATBARY DESCRIBED IRAN'S RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL AS 
EXCELLENT. HE SAID GOI BELIEVES IT IS WRONG NOT TO 
RECOGNIZE AS LEGITIMATE A COUNTRY WHICH IS A MEMBER OF 
THE UN. HOWEVER, RELATIONS ARE DE FACTO RATHER THAN DE 
JURE OUT OF IRAN'S DESIRE TO PLEASE ITS MANY ARAB FRIENDS. 

THE LATTER UNDERSTNAD THIS POLICY. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS IN NO WAY A NEW GOI POSITION, BUT 
REPRESENTS A USEFUL RESTATEMENT OF GOI POLICY FOR OUR 
CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS. 
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